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A

The bully
Charlie isn’t very nice to the other children. 
They’re scared of him. Then it’s his birthday. 
Charlie invites all the children to his party. But 
no one comes. Charlie is sad, and is sorry. He 
begins to be nice to the other children. And they 
start to like him. 

The Thinking Train is a unique series of picture books, 
which focus on developing children’s thinking skills 
through enchanting graded stories.
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1 	 Listen and point.

2	 Read. Write the missing word.

pen  pencil  pen  pencil  pen  pencil  pen  ....................................... .

pencil  pen  bag  pencil  pen  bag  pencil  pen  
....................................... .

eraser  eraser  book  book  eraser  eraser  book  
....................................... .

ruler  pen  book  pen  eraser  pen  bag  ....................................... .

book  ruler  pencil  book  ruler  pencil  book  ruler  ....................................... .

   pencil pen  eraser ruler     

pencil case      school bag         book       pencil sharpener
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3	 Listen. Write the days in order.

	 4 	 Ask and answer with a friend.

   pencil               pen           eraser              ruler     

pencil case      school bag         book       pencil sharpener

What day is today?

        Today is…

Thursday

Tuesday

Monday

Sunday

Saturday

Friday

Wednesday

.................................................................

.................................................................

.................................................................

.................................................................

.................................................................

.................................................................

.................................................................
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4

This is Charlie. He’s seven.  
He isn’t very nice to the other children.  
All the boys and girls in the class are scared of Charlie.
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How many boys 
are there?

COUNT

5
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6

It’s Monday. Charlie’s in the classroom. Lisa’s there too.
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Break a pencil.

ACT

7

Lisa is very sad.
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8

It’s Tuesday. Charlie’s in the classroom. Ben’s there too.
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Tear up some paper.

ACT

9

Ben is very sad.
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AFTER READING

	 3	 Write an invitation to your friend. Decorate it.

Dear Ben,

You’re invited to my 
birthday party on 

Saturday at 4 o’clock. 
I hope you can come.

From Lisa

Dear  

.............................................................................................

You’re invited to my 

birthday party on  

.............................................................................................

at .................................................................................  .

I hope ..................................................................  .

From .........................................................................

26

Sample Copy 
© Helbling Languages



What’s in my 
pencil case?

There’s a…

.......................................................................

4 	 What’s in your pencil case? Think then write.

	 5 	 Ask a friend. 

.......................................................................

.......................................................................

.......................................................................

.......................................................................

.......................................................................

A

B

C
F

E

D
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